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I'd like to get past the current
conversation about gay nightlife,

in which we mbal elders lement the gay generation gap and fret
oWl o mied T Gostng Nog Docomic, And 1 ik 10 s o
baby gaps o hel e chance e sulbject.

“ | nertrinty mever thought I'a eall myssd “tecidonsl," oo ey I'moal
B about gay history, | recen: ly attanded a panel hosted by the
- San Franciseo Leathermen’s Discussion Group that discissed
- the question: s Leather Dead? Does ([ Need 1o Dwe?" 4 e days
= Later, | theroughly erjoyed the premier of a docomantary dilm sbout
~ Meqoing and fanning [he Tow ars’) caled =4 S Affale olrected
iy Wolfgang Busch. And rmy new lavorile dance dass is "Vooue
and Tong” taught by Jocquese Whitfield 50 Dance Mission on
Tueaday nighra.

Shudying the Sz assic gay Bris” got me Binking that wvoo don't haoe e be scarmsed by the stroogle o
carry a flag for Gay rights and gay identity. And you don’l hava to bbe a survivar of e A0S epidamic
= ¢ pvan reemnber B - 10 rsapect the cantributiona o haas made to our community. Tha [assons bo be
kzarncd ano urivorzal. Iving your thuth and bavirg tho reccom 1o TN wour Oah Qroovc,

S0 I'm expancing my scholarship in homesocslomy, from agpreciabor 1o cusstar Instead of crying
about what usedd 0 he, |'m warking an cufflvating ertislin suprassion that 13 completaly and unicgshy
qay Wiz really can't Know wWho we Sne 25 8 COMMUNTY U BSs ws kndw ness we Ve Desn and what
wia've baen though. and its thes way oor communily rellects ard rarambsans hal makes ma low ny
gays 20 much.

Aporoncss aoean't hevo 10 2omo B The Torm of gobote of togma. It cen
come 1 the forn of dsoo and ducksalks, Even the baoy gavs whoe hawe
nevar besn touched by dscriminaion or death can get into the dafiani
arataetic of Tam of Fnland or the affrmational sakc of flagging as
dencefloor rmeditstion. You dot't have <o know trat Keith Haring was
taker frorm ug oo soon o lewe the eaberance he brooghl to scivisim,
just as you St need b andscstard be Bandship af Herlem 1o be
blewwn aveay by the sickening suicide drops of vogue bal s,

My love of croul paies and “pares wih pupose” — events hal
vz back o the community — was barn dudng the agic yedrs of
the AIMIS anicemiz, whoh redefined gay-eas forswer. Tha inustics
and ugency aenl as pronounced anymaore, snd | understand
wiwy it's painful to look back, bt the digtinctly gay et foTns et
heloed people rally ad heal and win political viclony & o ess
inaniring.

Flagging in tha Park, feslunsd in "4 Flow AMalt " = a pedect
tributs to heauty bom from despair, celehrating  the
mallence and Joy ef our caommunity's mus cal, viaual and
dzrce legacy in the Matienal AIDS Memorial Grove
Foauping our Ulog beditons alve and the vy brings us
back tothe best of us. Hgvas us new ways 0 bridge the
g2p ard kees on ornging it bogether g
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